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The Examiner requires Applicants to elect one of the following 
inventions pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 121 for examination: 

I. Claims 1-17 drawn to an absorbent article, classified in class 
604; and 

II. Claims 1 8-33, drawn to a method for forming a folded seam, 
classified in class 156. 

Applicants hereby elect Group I, Claims 1-17 drawn to an absorbent 
article, for prosecution on the merits. 

Further, the Examiner requires Applicants under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to 
elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall 
be restricted if no generic claim is fully held to be allowable. The Examiner alleges 
that this application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: 

I : the primary bond connects an inner surface of the first side panel 

to an inner surface of the second side panel; 
II: the primary bond connects an outer surface of the first side panel 

to an outer surface of the second side panel; 
III: the secondary bond connects an outer surface of the second side 

panel to an inner surface of the first side panel; 
IV: the secondary bond connects an inner surface of the second side 

panel to an inner surface of the first side panel; and 
V: the secondary bond connects an outer surface of the second side 

panel to an outer surface of the first side panel. 

Applicants elect the single disclosed species of claimed invention I for 
prosecution on the merits. The Examiner has indicated that Claim 1 is currently 
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generic. Original Claims 1, 2, 7-14 and 17, and new Claims 34-52, as added to the 
subject U.S. Patent Application by Preliminary Amendment filed herewith, are 
readable thereon. Original Claims 3-6, 15, 16 and 18-33 have been withdrawn. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Eric T. Krischke 
Reg. No. 42,769 
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